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combatants, such individuals are often at the forefront of danger and share the risk of bodily harm with
those on the front lines. This article discusses some of the recent casualties suffered by noncombatants
in conflict and post-conflict regions.
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the country, a group of 10 humanitarian workers, including

suppressing known human rights violations.22
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were killed and found that, in the majority of the 46 cases studConclusion

While many areas of the world desperately require hu-

Although many nongovernmental organizations remain

six Americans, one Briton, one German and two Afghans,

financially independent from state entities, many contract

were accused of being Christian missionaries and American

with U.S. government agencies such as the United States

spies when Taliban insurgents robbed and murdered the team

Hardly free from the dangers faced by journalists, pho-

harsh realities in these areas. Alternatively, there are also

Agency for International Development.16 From an insurgent

in the Sharrun Valley of northern Afghanistan on 5 August

tographers and humanitarian workers, deminers have be-

those who risk life and limb to provide much-needed support

perspective, this alignment links humanitarian aid work-

2010.

Returning to Kabul from a venture deep within the

ers and security
forces together,
increasing their
vulnerability.
Notably, in order
to receive grant

17,18

“the death of U.K. citizen Linda Norgrove brought attention to the vulnerability of humanitarian aid workers in
Afghanistan, a tragic outcome of one of many kidnappings involving humanitarian workers in the country.”13

manitarian support, there are those who will stop at nothing to stifle the flow of aid or silence those who report on the

Deminers

come increasingly subject to the risks involved in their efforts

to these areas, be it through aid or through publicizing situ-

prov-

to clear landmines and being targeted by insurgents. In fact,

ations that would otherwise go unnoticed to the majority of

ince, the team

the U.N.-affiliated Mine Action Coordination Center for Af-

the world. Without the dedication and vigilance of these indi-

of

humanitar-

ghanistan reported that 17 deminers were killed in 2010 while

viduals, scores of desperate populations will continue to suffer

ian workers was

another 35 were injured and 73 abducted. Demining vehi-

and their cries for help will not be heard.

“on an optomet-

cles often resemble vehicles used by security forces, therein

~Blake Williamson, CISR staff
See endnotes page 80
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ric expedition,”

attracting opportunistic attacks on behalf of insurgent forces.

funding from USAID to operate in conflict zones—mainly in

according to Dirk Frans, director of the International Assis-

This tactic has led to fatalities caused by misidentifying de-

Afghanistan and Iraq—NGOs are required to work in tandem

tance Mission, the Christian aid group to which the work-

miners as targets; however, deminers are also targeted delib-

with the U.S. military, effectively removing the appearance of

ers belonged.19 Those who were murdered included Briton

a nonpartisan organization.17 An unintended consequence of

Dr. Karen Woo, who was engaged and scheduled to return

this requirement for security is that insurgents may perceive

home for a wedding, Dr. Tom Little, an American optometrist

both armed personnel and unarmed noncombatants as hos-

who had been working in the country for four decades, and

tile. If seen as an instrument of foreign militaries, aid organi-

James Madison University graduate Brian Carderelli of Har-

zations lose impartiality and legitimacy with the local people,

risonburg, Virginia (home to JMU’s Center for International

and humanitarian workers, along with foreign security forc-

Stabilization and Recovery).18,19 Dirk Frans responded to the
accusation that the team consisted of missionaries and spies
stating that it would be “against the laws of this country and
the rules of our organization.”17
Elsewhere in the world, humanitarian aid workers in Sudan

In Remembrance:

Shingairai Chimuriwo-Tichawangana

face dangers as the army of southern Sudan, the Sudan People’s Liberation Army, has been accused of looting and harassment. In response to the these claims, high-ranking Sudanese
officers have stated that organizations would be expelled if
such accusations become too harsh.20 Humanitarian agencies
have reported roughly 120 interferences with the delivery of
aid in 2010, and top U.N. relief coordinator Valerie Amos is
pressuring the southern-Sudanese administration to protect
aid workers, stating the violence against aid workers is unacceptable.21 A spokesman for the Sudanese Army acknowledged that workers belonging to a group known as Tearfund
Aid awaiting distrubution in Libya.
Photo courtesy U.N./David Ohana.
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had been beaten and detained by the Army’s soldiers, stating
that workers had been supporting opposing parties.20

Shingairai Chimuriwo-Tichawangana, affectionately called

Bergen, Norway to study in a year-long program for her mas-

“Shingie” by friends and colleagues, died at The Avenues Clinic

ter’s degree. She returned to Zimbabwe in 2001 and became

in Harare, Zimbabwe early in the morning on 16 March 2011.

NPA Zimbabwe’s Program Coordinator in 2004. Shingie was

Her death was the result of injuries obtained during a car ac-

passionate about promoting justice and equality, and her

cident the previous night. The accident, which occurred while

work at NPA involved empowering women, children and the

Shingie was traveling home from a work function, was caused

poor of Zimbabwe.

by a drunk driver who failed to yield at the intersection of Enterprise and Ridgeway roads in Harare.
At 30 years old, Shingie was the youngest employee of the
Norwegian People’s Aid office in Zimbabwe. She started working part-time with NPA in the 1990s and in 1993, traveled to

A memorial service was held at Celebration Centre in Borrowdale at 10 a.m. on 18 March 2011. Following the service,
Shingie was buried at Glen Forest Cemetery. She is survived
by her husband, Fungai James Tichawangana.
~Dan Baker, CISR staff
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